
CHESHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST 

WIRRAL WILDLIFE GROUP’S FORTY SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

APRIL 2018 to MARCH 2019 

 

So, has passed another remarkable year in which it has been reassuring to see the profile of 

environmental issues raised through the Blue Planet series and its revelations about the damage 

being inflicted by plastic pollution on our oceans and total marine world. The public arousal of 

concern over the damage to our atmosphere through the emission of greenhouse gasses leading 

to temperature increases, and thereby interference with our weather systems leading towards 

severe droughts and extreme incidents, gives impetus to our cause. Closer to home the Brexit 

debate continues. Whatever happens, we must do all that we can to maintain the current levels 

of protection for our nationally valued wildlife assets which locally include the Mersey and 

Dee Estuaries, our ancient woodlands, lowland heaths and ponds together with all the flora and 

fauna who therein reside. We have great concern regarding the threat to Wirral Green Belt 

which also contains such a mosaic of interconnecting hedgerows, coppices, field boundaries, 

streams and water filled ditches – all essential components in the biodiversity of our natural 

world and indeed a living landscape. 

For forty-seven years we have grown in confidence and established a reputation as an 

organisation which addresses a plethora of issues and provides advice and support to those who 

are also trying to enhance our local environment. 

 We make determined efforts to engage with Wirral people of all ages to inform and expand 

their knowledge of, and concern for, the natural world. It is our pleasure to have provided a 

comprehensive range of events and activities throughout the year. Opportunities provided have 

included a geology walk led by Dr Hilary Davies to explain the underlying structure of Wirral 

and to demonstrate how that dictates both the natural flora and the patterns of agriculture which 

follow. Other outdoor events have included: a bluebell walk; dawn chorus and heathland walks; 

support for the Wirral Wader Festival; and a visit to Red Rocks and the natterjack toads. We 

have engaged with children at Ness Children’s Day and at Science under the Stars at Heswall 

CP School.  

New Ferry Butterfly Park has featured throughout the year, no longer the backwater of 

abandoned railway sidings but an increasingly recognised focus for active conservation and 

education under its well-deserved sixth Green Flag Community Award.  The various habitats 

support a wide variety of plants, invertebrates and pond life. The diversity is such that it caters 

for students from primary age to university students and other professionals. It features in the 

Heritage and Health walks. Wirral Countryside Volunteers undertake sterling work both there 

and on our other reserves in the Dibbinsdale area. Volunteers are encouraged and supported in 

hedge laying, grassland management and coppicing. They are also known for BBQs and baking 

potatoes. The opening of the season is marked by a fundraising fair. The Park is supervised by 

volunteer wardens for whom training and support is provided. Do come and join us so that you 

too can learn about pond dipping and the many species of butterfly and plant life found there.  

We were grateful to the Lancelyn Greens for the use of Poulton Hall gardens to help raise funds 

and to publicise our work.  We have similarly engaged at West Kirby Earth Fest, Neston 

Community Wildlife Fest, Apple Day at Eastham and Port Sunlight River Park where, in 
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addition, I was asked to judge a dog show – very political, do you choose the dog or the dog 

with the biggest group of supporters? Luckily, I had enough prizes to placate the majority. 

Our series of meetings at Heswall Hall on the second Friday of the month from September until 

April spanned the world. Professor Rob Marrs caused us to face fire, climate change and 

brimstone with fire management of upland moors while Lesley Brockbank helped us to 

consider the future of badgers. With Jeff Clark we explored the Humboldt Current. We engaged 

with bees, ants and wasps, and learnt about red squirrels’ protection and reintroduction in 

Wales. It was good to hear of the RSPB’s management of the Dee Estate and Burton Mere 

Wetlands. We were delighted to have a clear and lucid description from Professor David 

Johnson of the ecology and role of symbiotic fungi in the environment and their relationship 

with trees and other flora. All ground breaking science presented with clarity for a diverse 

audience. We are indebted to all our speakers, leaders and audiences. 

We took part in a BioBlitz at Ness Gardens. It is an event for ecologists and wildlife recorders 

across a range of interests to identify as many species as possible on one day. It provides sound 

data for the chosen site which is the bedrock of ongoing research. We attended the North West 

Coastal Forum on two occasions to assist with the development of the wording, meanings and 

regulations supporting the Marine Bill. We are delighted that Tim Gannicliffe has agreed to 

represent us on the Tidal Dee Catchment Partnership Committee.  

Cleaver Heath is well cared for by Alan Irving and his band of volunteers. Alan also works on 

Heswall Dales and collects data on butterfly transects. There is ongoing discussion about 

heathland management and the requirements of Natural England. 

We are grateful to Caroline Smallthwaite who has so enthusiastically taken on the role of 

responding to planning applications. This is no sinecure. She has read every application made 

in Wirral and has responded to seventy-three. In twenty-four cases she conferred with the 

Wirral Badger Group and in seven cases she had discussions with Planning Officers. It is 

detailed and time-consuming work.   Two more complex matters were dealt with by Hilary 

Ash. It is yet another example of how the work of the Group impacts on Wirral. 

The Group responds to local and central government consultations which have any implications 

for wildlife. It is time consuming and calls for high levels of expertise and professional 

understanding of the issues. We are fortunate to have Dr Hilary Ash who is able to respond to 

the most complex cases such as the Wirral Local Plan and matters relating to threats of future 

development on our greenbelt through government direction and Wirral Council’s plan for a 

new golf resort. She also gives most generously of her time to any organisation wanting help 

with wildlife projects or management. She has also run courses on the identification of grasses, 

and of wild flowers. We are participating in Liverpool City Region Year of the Environment. 

The Chairman, Stephen Ross received the Wirral Award for service to the Borough through 

work helping local disadvantaged people connected with the Women’s Refuge and to wildlife 

in Wirral. 

Dr Edwin Samuels has, for many years, overseen the work of our wildlife recording team of 

between ten and fifteen people. It is a vital part of conservation that our knowledge of the state 

of nature in Wirral is known and that changes and species are monitored on a continuing basis 

in a recurring pattern over a regular ten-year cycle down the years. We specifically monitor all 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest and Sites of Biological Importance (now renamed Local 
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Wildlife Sites). It is the bedrock of all that we strive to do. It provides the certainty of reliable 

data on which future plans can be based. All the data is given to RECORD who hold and 

administer the wildlife data records for Cheshire and is available to all. We greatly appreciate 

the contribution made by all members of the recording team. They are happy to guide and to 

support new members into this vital task. Although we are lucky to have a spider specialist 

most members are generalists with an emphasis on flora. 

In this modern world of electronic communication, to many we would be invisible were it not 

for the considerable efforts of Linda Higginbottom and her daughter Laura. They run our 

website and blog (www.wirralwildlife.org.uk) and a Facebook page 

 (www.facebook.com/wirralwildlife/). We have over 500 followers on Facebook, some at a 

great distance from Wirral. We circulate a monthly forthcoming events email to anyone who 

would like to receive it. You can keep up-to-date with our activities and contact us via the 

website or Facebook page. 

This year we have lost two valued volunteers. Our former long serving fundraiser and 

enthusiastic committee member Ruth Dann, who retired some years ago but continued to read 

the minutes of our meetings until her death in November. We were glad to have marked her 

last (milestone) birthday with a crystal miniature of the Queens Award for Voluntary Service. 

Ray Renfrey who died in December had helped us for many years at our events in so many 

ways, and is also sadly missed. 

We greatly appreciated the work done by Liz Kenny in organising our speakers and events at 

Heswall Hall and also for establishing our Facebook page. We were sorry that other pressures 

led to her leaving us at the last AGM. However, we have been most fortunate as Sally Walsh 

has taken on the role of Talks Co-ordinator– just like a duck to water. We also appreciate the 

IT assistance from Richard Ash. We have all enjoyed the post talk cakes and drinks prepared 

by Phillipa Loughnane which encourage people to stay for a chat. 

The committee has met on eight occasions this year. We were delighted when Bill Stothard the 

Chairman of Cheshire Wildlife Trust attended our March committee meeting. It has also been 

good to welcome other staff members. We appreciate the help from Sarah Bennett CWT Area 

Manager, who is kept fully informed of our activities and who has always responded to any 

requests we have made of her.  

We are indebted to John Gill for his efficient management of our accounts and expenses and 

for his annual fund-raising quiz. He has also completed many Wirral Coastal sponsored walks 

to raise funds for the Trust. Paul Loughnane makes an invaluable contribution to both the 

Wirral Countryside Volunteers and to New ferry Butterfly Park. 

Margaret Jackson our Secretary works assiduously to keep our paper work in order as well as 

being an active participant at events and activities. We all appreciate her efforts. 

It is humbling to be part of such a dynamic, highly qualified and hard-working group. 

We look forward to another full year and hope you will feel inspired to come and join in the 

action – the environment has never needed as much help as it does now. We must never forget 

that there is no PLANET B. 

Stephen R. Ross 

Chairman 

http://www.wirralwildlife.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/wirralwildlife/

